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CLAIMS 




I. A method for genfirating an edited prpgianime made up from a sequence- of 
programme elements selected from a series^f pre-recorded programme elements the 
content of which ^e.related and which tojether make .up a single programme, wherein 
the programme elements are classified b| die producer of the single programme on the 
basis of programme element content category such that each programme element is 
allocated to at least one of a predetennmed set of classes and all programme elements 
allocated to the same-dass exhibit common programme element content features, e^ch 
progrMune eiemeht is stored with at least one associated programme classification 
code, each classification code ide^ifies a class to which the associated programme 
element has been allocated, and ttie edited programme is generated by selecting at 
least one programme classific^on code and presenting programme elements 
associated with the said at least 6ne progiMi^ classification code. 




2. A method according tofclaim l,wfl§repv^ch programme element is classified 
by reference to a type of event to which the element relates.* 

3. A method according |o claim 1, wherein each programme element is classified 
by reference to a subjective ^sessment of the value of the element, 

4. A method accordi|ig to >naay procodiftg claija^' wherein programme element 
: /C^ - selection is controlled automatically by applying predetermined selection criteria. 

<^ 5. A method according to ^ n y .nog ffhTmn 1 to 3^ , wherein programme element 
selection is controlled by an operator of a display device 

. y ' ' - ■ 

o 0- A method accdidiag to claim 5, wherein symbols are displayed representing 
the class of each stojed programme element, and the operator selects programme 
elements by selection|of associated symbols. 
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7. A mclhfid accotding to claim 6, wherttn symbols arc displayed in an order 
conesponding to the temporal order of peats represented by the associated 
programme elements. 

8. A method according to claim 6 cJ^ wherein the operator selects a sub^t of 
the classes, and symbols conesponding cply to programme elements of the sub-set of 
classes are displayed 

r ■ 

A method according to jgny j prwndine ''laiHg* wherein a programme is 
generated conq>xising a pltirality ^ programme element which are presented 
simultanemisly; // 

10, A method according to daik 9, wh|feinlridco and audio programme elements 
are presented simultaneously. // 

* ■ . / 

IL A mefliod according to claim 9>«t^ wherein still image and video 
programme elements are presented simultaneously. 

12. A method according td^-ay<^ttedi^ clai^, wherein the programme elements 
are transmitted to and stored at a usei's receiver with the assodaied programme 
classification codes, and a pn^gtamme is generated by selection of classification codes 
at the receiver. | 

13. A mefliod accordi^itg to claim 12, wherein only programme elements 

if 

associated with a sub-set qlf the classes are transmitted to the receiver, the sub-set 
being selected by a user of ^ receiver. 

14. A method according to claim 12 ^^r^ wherein only tecdved programme 

elements conesponding to a sub-set of the classes are stored at the receiver, the sub* 

ij 

set being selected by a user of the receiver. 
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15. A method acoording to claim 12, 
elemeats and pre-iecorded programme ele 
device of the receiver are combined to i 



wherem received programme 
; stored on a data carrier in a memoiy 
^ the programme. 



16. A method according to claun I2f JiafS^^:43', wher^n al least one stored 
progcamme element is read out such thafthe duration of the programme element m the 
generated programme b less ihan thG»|itime taken to transmit the data packet of that 
programme element from the 1 

■ , p. 

17. A method for generating i prograna^e^r presentation act a receiver by 
transmitting a stream of programme element data packets and associated programme 
generation control data to the recpiver, storing the programme elonenc data packets 
and associated programme genepton control data at the receiver, and graerating a 
programme by reading out tip programme element data packets in a manner 
dependent upon the prograccune generation control data, the prograrmne element data 
packets being read out such that the duration of at least one progiaxnme element in the 
generated prograrmne is less/ihan the time taken to transmit the data packet of that 
progranune element from the transmitter. 



18. A method accor 
repeats of transmitted pr 



to claim 17, wherein the generated programme includes 
ame elements. 



/ 



19- A method acco^g to claim 17 ^^J^, wherein symbols representative of the 
control data associated^ vdth stored programme element data packets are displayed to a 
user of the receiver, 3(hd the programme is generated, on the basis of a selection of the 
di4)layed symbols ^ade by the user of the receiver. 



6.JftN.2000 13:24 



HARKS & CLERK n/C 0161^236 5846 



(SO. 883 P, 45/46 



m 



1 7 •* 



21 



20. A method according. to claim IT jgj^^ v/llitm the programme is generated 
from title stored programme element data packep on the basis of a predetermined 
control data processing procedure. 



21. An apparatus for generating an edite<y programme made up from^a sequence of 
programme elements selected from a seriesfof pre-recorded programme elements the 
content of which are.related and which togelier make up a single programme, wherein 
the programme' elements are classified by me producer of the single programme on the 
basis of programme element content category such tihiat each programme element is 
allocated to at least one, of a predeiermiijjBd set of classes and all programme elements 
allocated to tihie same class exhibit cbrnmon programme element content features, 
comprising means for storing each ptogramme element with at least one associated 
programme classification code, each classiHcallln code identifies a class to which the 
associated programme element has been aSf^tiM means for selecting at least one 
prograrrmie classification cod^^ and .means for presenting programme elements 
associated with the said at lea^ one jprdgramme classification code. 



22. An apparatus for generating' a programme for presentation at a receiver, 
comprising means for transrnitting a stream of progiamme element data packets and 
associated programinie generation control data to the receiver, means for storing the 
programme elemerf data packets and associated programme generation control data at 
the receiver, and/foeans for generating a programme by reading out tihe programme 
element data packets in a manner dependent upon the programme generation control 
data, the profcanme generating means reading out programme element data packets 
such that the duration of at least one programme element in tlie generated programme 
is less tha^ the time taken to transmit the data packet of that programme element from 
the recj^ver. 
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23. A method for generaVing a programme for presentation as a sequence of 
progiainme elements from a set of pre-recorded programme elements substantially as 
hereinbefore described with referenee to the accompanying drawings. 

24. An apparatus for generating a programme for presentation as a sequence of 
programme elements from a set of prerecorded programme elements substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference t6 the accompanying drawings. 
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